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[FDITORIAL(OMIMENT -
1 et

The extraordinary state of affairs whigy rem

Xhe arose in the Liverpool police- chi '
Gilbertian pool police-court the  peel
Touch  ©Other day once more brings out the like
obsession which prevents the official 9

mind from conceiving that any motorist who receives. ihe
an “ invitation ” to visit a police-court can be reall {rar
innocent. A number of motorists who had 35 to!

summoned for not having the lamps on their cars
lighted at the regulation time brought up printy
tables and almanacs to show that they were with
the time allowed. After the Bench had heard expert &
astronomical evidence, it transpired that the police

had made an adjustment of 13 minutes to the times
printed in the almanacs to allow for the difference
between Greenwich and local time, quite overloo ﬂé
the fact that this had already been done. Although
the police perforce had to admit their mistake,
amazing to find that “all the motorists were
charged with a caution.” Truly that was ad
insult to injury with a vengeance, and what wo
have been much more seemly would have e
apology by the police, with an offer to pay any.co
to which the motorists had been put thro

act of carelessness.

- o -

"One of the most interesting ‘
ments of recent days has been tha
which notifies that the French Acade
has sanctioned the usage of th
‘“ garage '’ as signifying a house for the motorscar.:
It may come as a mild shock to many Pp ple
this word, which has established itself in very many:s
of the languages of the world, has won that position’

while it has been an outcast, so to say, from

. vocabulary of the land which saw its birth.

be recalled that some years ago a definite MO
made in Great Britain to utilise only English woI

in connection with motoring, but those who Sponsor
the movement soon realised that they were )
on a hopeless task. In the comparatively -
period of time in which motoring had been estap
lished, words such as ** garage ” had taken on @ Ve
definite meaning—often very different fro

original intention—and had become so muc P
and parcel of our language that it was imposs
uproot them. That ™ garage __in its modern M€
ing—should have won such a place for itself univer:
is all the more interesting inasmuch as it is on
lends itself to a variety of pronunciations, but
therein lies the secret of its success.

Garage
¢t Homolo-
gated "’

o - -

CURRENT AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS
announcing the dales

DIARY ' OF
Club Secretaries and others desirous of

of vmporiant fixtures are invited to send pariiculars for
inclusion in the following list :—
1925 | :
Mar, 28 Essex M.C. Kop Hill-Climb.
April 13 Brooklands Easter Meeting.
May 9 Essex M.C. Brooklands Meeting. ’
5 a8 Essex M.C. Aston Hill-Climb.
June 1 Brooklands Whitsun Meeting.
w14 Italian 24-hour Touring Car Race.
» 27 ... Brooklands Mid-Summer Meeting.
, - 27-28 . Belgian 94.Hour Touring Car Race.
July ... ... Essex M.C. Speed Trials.
o B Grand Prix de 1'Europe, Belginm.
0 19 French Touring Car Race.
» 28 French Grand Prix, at Montlhery.

a

Among the many schemes which I

Dr:stic been put forward for relievin 2
Plan  traffic congestion in the City of Lond on|

one of the most drastic is that sugge=s
by Mr. P. N. Riskey in a presidential address t0 he
 City of London Tradesmen’s Club. His idea‘is 82
after nine o’clock in the morning only 10 per cent: =
the present number of omnibuses should be all
to ply within the * square mile ”’ until 5 p-m-
thinks it would be within the realms of poss!
that the authorities should grant facilities for !
arking of 'buses on the verge of the City, an
feels that, for the good of London, citizens WOre
appreciate the need of sacrifice and the takKing
little exercise. We fear, however, apart altOgEthJ
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CARS ON

APPROACH the description of this trial
with distinct trepidation for three reasons
—because the Societa Anonima Autocostru-
zioni Diatto, of Turin, are represented in
this country by a personal friend, because I have
rather a weakness for all ITtalian cars, and because
the Diatto is so aboundingly and emphatically Italian

- This frontal impresslon might be used as a pattern
i of ‘* balance,’’ marred only by the fact that radiator
3 *\{r_shutters tend to disfigure a particularly attractive
1 cooling agent,

S to make my enthusiasm concerning it dreadfully
‘ unpatriotic.” _
Captain Cyril Durlacher, the concessionaire, was a
Vols‘eley apprentice. of such qualities that he was
glven a car to drive in an Italian Grand Prix of
about fifteen years ago. From Wolseleys, finishing
~his time, he went to Rolls-Royce, and from them
0 Sheffield- -Simplex. He served throughout the War
45 a transport officer of the R.A.S.C., principally

N o/
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By EDGAR N. DUFFIELD

CX.—THE 155 HP. “SUPER-SPORTS" DIATTO

upon the Trentino front, and—having always liked
Italy, and Ttalians, since his experience in racing in
that country, and his work there at a time when
Wolseleys were, if 1 remember rightly, going to
build there—it was therefore not unnatural that,
on leaving the Service, after a look around the trade
in England, he should go over and fix-up the Diatto
concession. Since so doing he has sold a gratifying
number of Diatto cars and chassis in the British
Isles, despite their not having been sensationally
low-priced. The touring five-seater now sells at
£550, and the super-sports two-three-seater of which
I now write is priced at £670. The differences
between touring and sports chassis are almost
exclusively of engine, frame-dimensions and gear-
ratios, and both chassis are but sligltly modified
from those of the past two seasons. The monobloc
four-cylindered motor has bore and stroke of
79-7 by 100 mm. (the bore being restricted to keep
the cylinder capacity inside the 2,000 c.c.). Motor,
clutch-pit and gear-box are a single assembly, three-
point suspended from the main frame. The cylinder-
block has a detachable head, but head and block
are so nicely faced that they may be erected without
use of a gasket. In the head are the three bearings
of the overhead camshaft, which keeps the wvalves
busy by means of rockers, more or less conventionally
to a point; but in addition to the working cams,
operating the two valves per cylinder, there are a
set of four ** idle "’ or extra cams, with complementary
rocker-gear, to balance the shaft and—it is said—
damp out noise and vibration, the cams being double-
faced, to bear against the two pairs of extra rockers,
which are heavily spring-loaded.

A helically-geared vertical shaft provides drives
for camshaft, oil-pump, water-pump, magneto, cooling
fan and lighting dynamo. Aluminium-alloy pistons
are used in the sports engine, though an iron set are
employed in the tourer. In both models the connect-

0000000

Designed, built
and ¢ body ''-ed
to run rapidly,
_ the Diatto two-
litre super-sports
model has an
unmistakable air
of breed, re-
garded from no
matter what
angle,

0O 000000000 OOOI0 00O

O oooo0oo0o0

A Pl e e

5 s T




that of the 15.5 h.p.

of the wertical shaft

which, as Capt. Durlacher says, ‘' does almost every-
thing but feed the chickens."’

A particularly clean motor is
Diatto. Note the encasement

ing-rods are tubular, and in either case the main
shaft has but three bearings, although an extra
heavy-duty double-purpose ball bearing is fitted, to
take end-thrust.

The engine is oiled under pressure, a gear-type
pump located below the vertical shaft previously
mentionéd being dog-driven by that shaft. A relicf-
valve, easily used, is provided on the exterior of the
crankcase, which also carries a dip-stick level-gauge.
There is a, needle-and-dial pressure-gauge on the very
natty little instrument-board, a fitting integral with
the “dash proper, cast in aluminium, and nicely
“frosted.”” The crankcase oil-filler is placed centrally
in the valve-gear cover. It is of convenient diameter.

Fuel supply is maintained by an Autovac installa-
tion, very nicely made and neatly turreted. A Solex
carburetior is standardised, but I am hoping to hear
that Capt. Durlacher is getting a Cox “ Atmos " for
at least experimental use, because this engine is one
upon which the new-model Cox would shine. In
saying this I would imply no criticism of the Solex,
but—as stated—I think the engine under notice
absolutely designed to give the " Atmos ** a first-rate
show, because although this Diatto is frankly a
sports job, it is incidentally a car which should be
driven very smoothly and inconspicuously in the
park, at 8 or 10 m.p.h. on fourth speed, and a Solex
with a choke-tube large enough to give it all the
feed needed for fast touring seems a little too big
for steady slow-running, even when the engine is
nicely warmed up.

Cooling is by pump, one of the centrifugal type
keeping the stream active. A positively driven aero-
plane-type fan assists, as also does a very prettily-
drawn cellular radiator, one so nicely made as to
force me to regard radiator-shutters (fitted on the
car 1 tried) as rather like tortoise-shell goggles on
a pretty girl's face ! Blanking-off is necessary, during
an English winter, on a car adequately cooled for the
conditions of Northern Italy, of course ; but shiny
radiator-shutters always seem to me rather too
frank a confession of unbalanced cooling, and any-
body who thinks them an ornament does not think
as 1 do.

A magneto attends to ignition. Its firing point is
regulated by a frictionally-locked manette in the boss

148
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of the .'_slv.uriilg wheel, where there are also throty
and mixture regulating levers. The gear-box ie
centrally controlled. It is a much nicer box t]]as
it was in 1923, when 1 first drove a two-litre Diatt(?
Four forward speeds, of course. TFourth feels ahou{
3-9 to 1. On fourth the standard super-sports tywg-
three-seater is guaranteed to do 75 m.p.h. against
the clock, when her wings have been removeq
They (as our pictures show) are rather flarey wings.
pa‘rt_icu]ur]y in front. They look racy; they aré
efficient ; but they offer a lot of windage, I shoulq
guess. :

The propeuer-shaft runs in a robust torque tube
ll‘ar_ncsscd forwardly by a spherical joint, but holte(i
rigidly to the rear axle. The fore-end joint is auto-
:'n;itically oiled from the. gear-box. The axle casin
is a two-piece assembly, both lap-welded and bolted
Final drive is by spiral gearing, and provision is
made for the really ready removal of the comp]etc
differential and propeller-shaft.

_I"()ur—wlwel brakes are fitted, -the forward pair
being of the Diatto company’s own production, under
Half-elliptic springs, of very un-
common leaf-width, and almost dead flat unloaded
are employed fore and aft. The complete susmnsio’:{
is excellent, and thus full benefit is obtained from
avery fine set of steering-detail. The fore axle and the
operating gear of the front-wheel brakes are extremely
presentable, too. As a whole, indeed, the chassis
is such an elegant little thing as to make it almost
a pity to hide an ounce of it, even under so attractive
coachwork as is standardised for all models. 'Whether
or not a car actually " works " any the better for
being prettily made, I shall always fall for one thatis

Now except the valve-gear clearances, the com-
pression and the gear-box ratios, one chassis is the |
other, barring in the matter of frame-length. The

sports frame is only about 8 ft. 6 ins., I should guess,

between centres, whereas that of the tourer is over
10 ft.- But we must remember that this sports

chassis is intended to be fitted only with a two-
r It is of course
practicable to get the * touring »’ frame, when specified.

seater-and-dickey, as illustrated.

Four rakes of steering pillar are available. The
standard tank carries approximately 14 gallons, and

The doors are not extravagantly wide, and the panelling
of the sides might be increased in depth for wintry
work, but one sits well down into the car, and controls

are most handily positioned.

-
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Durlacher tells me that
he can average 22 to
94 miles per gallon at
cruising speeds.

: So much for details.
i When the car arrived out-
side my home, I was an
exceedingly sick person.
[ I would have given a
| great deal to cry-off, for
; the morning looked very
unpromising. But polite-
ness prevailed, and as I
looked down at this
cherry-red time-machine
I decided that man
cannot live for lungs
alone, put on' a second

=RUTO
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I sat and was wafted
until time pointed to
turning homeward, and
then took charge. I can
think of only two cars
with as nice steering,
among recently borrowed
cars—the Bentley and the
little Lambda - Lancia.
Readers of my. impres-
sions must obviously
make allowances for the
personal factor; but [
regard such steering .as
ideal, and one very sel-
dom approximates its
merit upon cars of similar
size. Perhaps the larger

“woolly,”” and fared
forth. The owner of the
car took first spell, to
- show me stunts, He did.
- I should imagine that
~ his travelling on this car
must be costly, although he drives- so beautifully.
But he was ‘“ demonstrating.”

T like to trial-ride as well as trial-drive, and I
_must say that to sit in such a car and be wafted
- about Surrey is very pleasant. The engine—it is
- not large, at 1,996 c.c., remember—has very sound
energy, but it has none of the accustomed raucous-
ness of two-litres of its type, and whether the valve-
gear would be good anyhow—becaunse thoroughly
well-made—or those idle rockers really do silence it,
there is none of the usual clatter. Warm when I
got aboard, the pistons were quite noiseless, but one
aturally has to watch one’s ignition. Making full
llowance for Durlacher’s skill, it was speedily evident
that the gear-box had been much improved since
1923, and even 1924. The clutch is only a single-
plater, Ferodo faced. That was always good, though
formerly it tended to spin rather more than one
‘would wish, at times. Now it is quite unexception-
‘able, and very light, the actual engagement being
effected by springs placed around the rim, so to speak.
‘This, in fact, might be called a ‘‘lady’s” super-

size of the back-rest,

.Spdrfs.

v
»

In the rear is a trap-dickey, which is much roomier
and more comfortable than might appear from the
The body illustrated adds only
£120 to the chassis price, which is £550.

% True, the tyrés fitted

Vauxhalls might be con-
sidered in the same class,
but some much bigger,
and considerably costlier,
cars may certainly not,
in my opinion.
are only sensibly large.
They are 820-120’s, on Rudge wheels, and these were
so carefully inflated as to give the suspension a chance,
and so make the car one just as pleasant to drive at
15 to 25 miles per hour—a tricky pace, over wavy
surfaces—as at 30 to 50. We did not go into the
track, but the performance on second and third, with
the engine really merry, suggested that the claimed
75 m.p.h. without wings is perfectly practicable.
The braking is very good. Durlacher stunted
with it, so I did not. I was satisfied to see what
he could do on grease, but four-wheel brakes are
never going to be allowed, even indirectly, to damage
a car which I am driving. The outstanding appeal
of the super-sports Diatto is its engine-quality. It
can be fast without being harsh, noisy or costly to
feed. Its steering is of the highest class, its sus-
pension_ works only when it must, and so it just
rolls along in a thoroughly seductive fashion, such as
to make one wish that one had nothing to do in life
but give long trial runs upon it, to nice people, knowing
enough about motor-cars to see why this specimen
is abundantly worth its price.
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IN WINTER

Lubricating OIL
for these - Car )

« Every Dro p Tells.”

"A.B.C. CROUCH. S e ITALA.
ANSALDO. DE DION. : LOYD LORD.
ARIEL. DELAUNAY - BELLE- MERCEDES.
‘ AUSTIN. E. MORGAN.
‘BAYLISS THOMAS: : ROCHET SCHNEIDER.
- BEARDMORE. ENFIELD-ALLDAY. ROLLS-ROYCE.
' BELSIZE BRADSHAW. - EXCELSIOR. ROVER (air-cooled).
BENZ. FARMAN. SALMSON
i BIANCHI. F.I.A.T. S.PA.
B.S.A. (air-cooled). G.W.K. STONELEIGH.
i CHARRON-LAYCOCK. HISPANO-SUIZA. TROJAN.
i  COVENTRY PREMIER. ISOTTA FRASCHINI. VAUXHALL.

-

TRIPLE SHELL is marketed for cars requiring what is known as a heavy

oil. The low cold test of this oil ensures easy starting in cold weather.

'.Tripffz Shell . Lubricating Oil is sold in half-gallon and one-gallon cans at 4,2
tand 772 yespectively ; it is also put up in five-gallon drums at 5/10 per gallon.

804

A GRADE FOR EVERY CAR. . If your car does not appear in the above
Ust, consult the Shell Oil Lubrication Guide, in which the exact grade of oil
Jor your car—whether Single Shell, Double Shell, Triple Shell, or Golden
Shell—is given. Sent post free on application to —

SHELL-MEX LTD. (Motoxr oiLs pErt.), G.P,0, BOX 148, SHELL CORNER, KINGSWAY, W.C.2.

Please-mention the ! Aulo" when writing. Advertisers.,
il E
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SINGLE SHELL
DOUBLE SHELL
TRIPLE SHELL

are the brand names
of good motor oils.
Note which is the right
grade for your car for
winter lubrication.

OLYMPIA
STAND NO.

. F:r:\:t(‘ of % 5 i
Make of Car. mS\l\nﬂf‘.‘tor Make of Car,
ABC. . o3 dneeie Triple CITROEN ¥ 00
AE S ol s Double. | CLynoO... 0%
ALBERT . swwwass Double COVENTRY PRE IE
ANSALDO, " .. ... :  Triple CROSSLEY
ARIEL srsiiilen i Triple CROUCH .
ARMSTRONG- ; CUBITT: 88
SippELEY Double DAIMLER. ..
ATETEN: Sl Rl Triple DARRACQ ..
Bavriss THomas.. Triple DE DioN...
BEAN < ichiniv et Double DELAGE
BEARDMORE Triple
BELSIZE ::i6% s Double
BeLsizE BRADsHAW Triple
BERZ 5 iole s e oot Triple
BERLIET o0 «u's.«.o0 Double
BIANCHL .« s % s Triple

B.S.A. (Sleeve
Valve) Double

B.S.A. (air-cooled) Triple

BUICK % o5 o5 s Double
CADILLAC s it Double
GAT.COTT, L s R Double
CALTHORPE...... Double

CHARRON-LAvYcock Triple
CHENARD WALCKER Double
CHEVROLET. ., Single

For economical winter lubrication, consull the above
and fill wp with Single, Doublz, or Triple Shell, as recomman

Mﬂwa

-----

EXCELSIOR
FARMAN ..o 5

SR RO

........

guide, drain J’O'"

Please mention the “ Auto

" when writing Advertisers.
XXX



Albert
Ovale


AUTO

HITOR JOURIAL

866

OcToBgr

Diatto W 13). Cyril I
(Italy) A, Upper St.

THE Diatto car, which
splendid name for itself,

a fast touring model (tw
seaters) and saloon and a
litre sports. The general a1
of the Diatto embraces a four _-,\?1
engine with detachable h
camshaft and valves, driven b
skew gear shaft. The p
aluminium. There are
204 and 30. The form
and the latter Zenith. Bo
starting and lighting, dry
integral gear, four speeds,
trol, enclosed drive shaf
bevel live axle. On th
the rear springs are cantilevi
other all are semi-elliptic.

four-wheel expanding brakes
able wire wheels, The three-]
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similar specification. The standard
cater model 204 costs £430 chassis
saloon £755. The model 30, £525
assis, and the three-litre, £575, chassis.

g 3 33
4 & © 8 £B .8
o o @B 'm
ft.in. £
4 797 W00 4 102 605
4797 100 4 943 695
490 116 4 .94 745

867

“AUTO

HOTOA, JOURNAL
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Sports 2 Litre Chassis .. .. ... £525

Sports 2 Litre 2/3 Seater and 4 Scater
) from £695
Speed 7z2/75 m.p.h.

Sports 3 Litre Chassis ... « £575

Sports 3 Litre 4 Seater ... from £745
Speed £2/85 m.p.h.
Normal 2 Litre Chassis ... from £430

Normal 2 Litre 4 Seater Torpedo
from £585

SPECIFICATION.

Two Litre. FEngine, 4 cylinders, 1995's56 c.c.
15’5 h.p.  Hore and stroke 75°7 X 100 mm. Four-
speed gear, Rudge - Whitworth  wire wheels
820X 120. Wheelbase gft. 44in. Track 4 ft. 8in.
Footbrake acting on all four wheels, Centrally
placed hand brake lever acting on rear wheels only.
Accessories include: Speedometer, revolution
counter, Hartford shock absorber, kit of toals.
Road speed 72°5 m.p.h., with terpedo body.

Three Litre. Engine, 4 cylinders, 295184 c.c.
20'1 h.p., go X 116 mm. Road sped 8285 m.p.h.,
with torpedo body, Other details as above.

S J.fr'
Cpur‘.u.-.‘:'umm:'rr: C. DURLACHER,
6, Upper St. Martin’s Lane, w.C.2.
Ccr_rnrd 1107, “Durlaces,” Westrand, London.

Octoser § 1925

ake sure that this
ance is nor
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During the Show you. will
have a splendid opportunity
of sceing for “yourselt on
STAND 277 the simplest and
most efficient electrical system
in existence—the M.C.L., the
only systen that takes proper
care of ils batteries automati-
cally. permanently and in
every condition. A few
minutes at STAND 277 will
convince you that the M.C.L.
has . eliminated for ever the
possibility of electrical trouble.

Don't miss this chance. with HART BATTERIES .
MIDGLEY Car Lighting Co., Ltd.

Registered Offices: Oceanic House, 1a, Cockspur Street, London,
Works : Anchor & Hope Lane, Charlton, S.E.7. e s
London Service Depot:  S. A, CUTTERS, LTD., 18, Berners Street,

“FIT A ‘BARNACLITE’

TR

" Z%: BARNACLITE

. PATNT 200144

THE “BARNACLITE” STEERING COLUMN LAMP provides
the only common-sense means of Dash-Illumination!!!

WHY ??2?
Because it sheds a non-dazzling light on ALL instruments
simultaneously. y
In addition, it can be swivelled in all directions, thus enabling
the driver, by its aid, to read a map, etc.

With extra length of Flex it may be used as an Inspection Lamp.
UNIVERSAL STRAP hts any non-revolving Steering Column.
Made Nickel-plated, Black or Brass.

Prices: With Switch (as illustr.) ... ... 17/8each

Without Switch ... .. 32/6 each
incl. 6 or 12 V., Bulb and 1§ yd. Flex.

Postage 6d.

Throueh all Factors and Dealers or direct from
the Patentve and Sole Manufacturer:

E. W. PUCKERT, Barnacle Works,
Bensham Lane, West Croydon, Surrey.
Telephone : Thornton Heath 1924,

P e

T o

BRITISH BUILT THROUGHOUT ==
s

OLYMPIA

. 19

12 h.p. Models _'1;3:_%_1:

2-SEATER ... £290 COUPE ... .. == SuE
4-SEATER ... £310 4-DOOR SALOON .- £395

NEW DE LUXE 5.SEATER .. £32588
ALL MODELS:

+WHEEL BRAKES STANDA RD ON.

STROUD MOTOR MFG. CO. LTD.
DUDBRIDGE, - - STROUD, - = GLOS.
London Showrooms: < Wil

B. S. Marshall, Ltd., 17a, Hanover SAuife ow,
"Phone; Mayfair 5006, Wires: * Aumarshano, Wesdo, Loncemi

Please mention the “ Auto” when writing Adverlisers.

Ixiv




DIATTO. . el
e Diatto stand are displa‘yedfs m

.examples of the famous Italian car:
Tour of these are on the 2-litre chassis (7€

The attachment of s

A Diatto idea.
: : on the rear tank.

ury rating. They have H.T. mag
“case and Bosch in the other, and Solex and Z
respectively. The fifth is the new 8-litre r
f 20 . Treasury rating. All h

ng and force fed (pump) lubricat

models n
ming head by the Albany Carriage C

in snake grain leather and costs £775. Th
coupé by T. H. Wright, Ltd., at £735, and

on another of these chassis by the Alban Ca
seats four'and'is upholstered in red leather
scratched aluminium with black wings. The
"‘This model is bound to attract -considerabl
low sides, wide doors and deep seats make
able fast tourer. . It has a complete hood equip.
wide and high sloping screen. There is acco
two spare wheels—one each side. The chassis.
low, and the suspension specially arranged for hig
with its low centre of gravity coupled with thelong
The super sports on the short chassis (15:5 .
with a typical Italian-built two-seater body
and sells at £695. The 3-litre model is shown

_ sports chassis at £575 and will command att
cars are shown by the sole concessionnaire, C
6, Upper St Martin’s Lane, W.C.2:
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Some Attractive Revelations

Boti the Alfa-Romeo and Ansaldo baby “ sixes ”’
struck me as very attractive-looking productions,
tending to keep our A.C. and Talbot well on their
toes, as also did Mr. Arthur Bray’s new 1,500 c.c.
Steyr ‘‘six’’; and although the 16 h.p. BS.A. is
another * outsider ”’ in the matter of cylinder-
capacity, the sporting two-seater exhibited upon it,
and available also on the new 16-55 Daimler (though
not exhibited by the Daimler Co., Ltd., at Olympia).
struck me as rather a notable development on the
part of the B.S.A.-Daimler interests.

Clynos have cleaned up their car considerably. I
must confess that I think it looks very much better
with the new than with the old front springs, as also
does that excellent little 9-20 h.p. Humber. Silly of
me, perhaps, but I do like to see a dumb-iron. It is
probably the case merely that I have not yet schooled
my eye to quarter-elliptics, in front, because 1 know
several cars upon which these springs function
admirably ; but I still prefer the look of a half-
elliptic, with a nice, neat dumb-iron.

The British-built coupé on the new 10-20 De Dion-
Bouton was a very smart outfit, and—once more to
00 gver the 1,500 c.c—a very pretty thing was the
shown by Capt. Cyril Durlacher.
Tmbda-model Lancia has by now become
commonplace in our eyes; but I wonder how many
AuTo. readers noticed what a number of Continental
constructors have paid Signor (or is it Cavaliere ?)
Lancia the delicate compliment of getting just about
as Close to his ** lines ” as politeness permits ? Over
and over again I saw European cars which, at first
glimpse, suggested the Lambda in its open, or *‘ top '~
less guise. S

Then there were the Pegueots, and the Renaults,
and_the Citroens, and the new Standards, and the
Armstrong-Siddeley Fourteen (which is comfortably
inside the 2,000 c.c.), another car which Jooks twice
as well, in my opinion, with half-elliptics as it did-
with  flappers,” and a very Jow-priced job at £330.

I think, incidentally, that much less was heard
at Olympia of speed-numbers than might have been
expected. 1 enquired of several firms as to the raising
of this point by visitors, but could hear very little
of its being raised. The majority of buyers seem to
attach very little importance to it; but then the
majority of buyers are not concerned with the finer
‘‘ shades,” so to speak, either of driving or car-
performance. Many a firm who sell first-rate cars
do so because people buy ' them for quite vague,
indefinite reasons. They know that they are “ pretty
good.” or ‘“not too bad,” or something of the kind ;
but the buyer who can say ‘I bought this particular
car because of five of its features, namely . . .
and then reel them off, would seem to be in a decided
minority. This I think pitiful ; butno useful purpose

is served by dodging facts. I never hesitate to tell a
story against myself. One manufacturer, or sales
manager, whom I interrogated as to people’s asking
about numbers of forward gears, said, ‘“ Only three
or four, at most, have asked such questions, and in

® ®

The M.C.C. Annual Dinner
i TrEnnineteenth annual dinner of the Motor Cycling Club
avill be held at the Wharncliffe Rooms, on Friday, December 4,
when' the President, Sir Harold Bowden, Bt., will take the
chair; and, assisted by Lady Bowden, will present the prizes
won:in the Inter-Team Trial, Land’s End/John o' Groats
ang, Lugano Runs. After dinner there will be a short
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every case they seemed relieved to find that
sticking to a three-speed gear-box | "
1 was disappointed ; more, I visualised a-'d
only two old buffers would still be talking a
things—Mr. Edge and myself, sitting in
chairs, ear-trumpets adjusted, and our son
voices reduced to piping trebles with a d
perfectly natural wibralo. Well, well! W
longest shall see most ; perhaps!

A Famous Victoree
OxCE MORE, dear friends, we win ! Once 1
day is ours ! Anybody who made a really inte;
study of what was to be seen at Olympia,
not agree that the smaller, lighter types of
engines up to 2,000 c.c., if you don’t mind,
ning-weights of anything up to 20 cwts.
best, brightest, most meritorious in
well, T hope his rabbit dies, his washing
unaired, and that he develops a cracked 11
there is no health in his mind, body or estate.
Certainly I saw many heavier, larger <
made me wish that I were a newspaper
a hair-waving specialist, or something i
but the greatest technical interest, the gr
for money in £’s per horse-power, and t
attractiveness altogether seemed to me
the little fellers, by which I mean the car
than two litres in piston-displacement an
than 2,240 pounds in running weight.
slave to anybody or anything but p
had the money I would have some of |
finest, biggest-engined and fastest, a
and costliest cars built. But as I have
about the time that I finished with
earn every penny that I have spent
ments, and ever since I began to use.
had to work rather intensively to geta
as I needed to keep solvent, I have ins i
toward the little beggars, the smallest
would comfortably, conveniently serve
of me and mine. ‘I do not regret this
it. ‘I have, thank goodness, gener:
to find small, light cars which were ju
needed, and just as comfortable as bigge
by dint of picking, now and then, cars
light as they were small, 1 have mana
-and particularly since the War, to feel abl
I had more money I could afford larger
1 have not, it is very nice to know that all the D
in the world could not buy me more comf
pleasant, satisfactory motoring.” :
No matter who may disagree,
Olympia shone above all other L
the simply superb array of the small cars,
cars. Some were more ‘‘small ” than ©
admit, when one looked them over ca
whether or not time does away with.
cal atrocity, the sliding pinion gear-bo
certainly bring about the obsolescence ot ;
which is unnecessarily weighty (and theref
unnecessarily large). i
® &
musical and humorous entertainment, the remainder.
evening being devoted to dancing. '
Twice Fined 7
Txe Enfield Bench decided the other day t
summoned for driving without a licence could b'eto

twice, at different Courts, for one offence, a MO
already fined 40s. at Clacton for so doing,
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